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Assesses, improves 
and endorses the 
recyclability & 
recycled content in 
plastic packaging and 
plastic products

“
“



LEGALLY BOUNDING EUROPEAN
TARGETS FOR PLASTICS

90% SEPARATE 
COLLECTION, DRS
TARGET FOR BEVERAGE 
BOTTLES
Single Use Plastics Directive, Packaging 
and Packaging Waste Regulation

ALL PACKAGING TO BE RECYCLABLE 
(A, B, C)
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation, Circular Economy 
Package

20302029

10 MLN TONNES/YEAR
OF RECYCLATES IN NEW PLASTIC 
PRODUCTS
Circular Plastic Alliance

77% SEPARATE COLLECTION
TARGET FOR BEVERAGE BOTTLES
Single Use Plastics Directive

25% RECYCLED
CONTENT IN PET BEVERAGE 
BOTTLES
Single Use Plastics Directive

50% RECYCLING TARGET FOR 
PLASTIC PACKAGING
Packaging & Packaging Waste Regulation, Circular Economy 
Package

30% RECYCLED CONTENT IN ALL
BEVERAGE BOTTLES
Single Use Plastics Directive, Packaging and Packaging Waste 
Regulation

55% RECYCLING TARGET 
FOR PLASTIC PACKAGING
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation,
Circular Economy Package

2025 2035

RECYCLABILITY 
AT SCALE
Packaging and Packaging Waste 
Regulation

RECYCLED CONTENT IN 
CONTACT SENSITIVE 
PLASTIC PACKAGING (10%)
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation

RECYCLED CONTENT IN ALL OTHER 
PLASTIC PACKAGING (30-35%)
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation

2040

RECYCLED CONTENT IN 
CONTACT SENSITIVE 
PLASTIC PACKAGING (25%)
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation

RECYCLED CONTENT IN 
ALL OTHER PLASTIC PACKAGING 
(50-65%)
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation

2038

ALL PACKAGING TO BE 
RECYCLABLE (A, B)
Packaging and Packaging Waste 
Regulation, Circular Economy Package

+
UPCOMING 

RECYCLED CONTENT IN 
OTHER SECTORS



PPWR: RECYCLABILITY REQUIREMENTS

The PPW R sets 
recyclability  requirements 

for all packaging
in article 6

2030

2035

Recyclability  assessment by 2030 is based on 3 performance grades (A, B, C)

RecyClass Steering Board agreed to revise the RecyClass Recyclability Methodology in 2 steps: 

• Step 1 : technical alignment (number of classes and %, as for article 6 of the PPWR)

• Step 2: legislative compliance in 2028, as soon as the implementing act is approved and published

Design for Recycling
→ Methodology as implementing act 

in 2028
Recycled at scale
→ Methodology as implementing act 

in 2030



RECYCLABILITY 
METHODOLOGY & 
CERTIFICATION



RECYCLASS AND THE PPWR (Article 6)

PPW R   
A    B C
≥95% ≥70%≥80%

≥95% ≥70%≥90%

Not recyclable



≥95% ≥70%≥80%

RECYCLASS AND THE PPWR (Article 6)

The packaging is 
not recyclable

≤70%

From April 1 , RecyClass aligned 
the recyclability  performance 
grading system with the one 
provided by the PPW R: 

 The number of classes 
(reduced from 6 to 3)

 The % of recyclable plastic 
content attributed to each 
class

PPW R   
A    B C
≥95% ≥70%≥80%



RECYCLASS 
METHODOLOGY

1
2
3
4

EXISTING RECYCLING STREAMS & SORTABILITY

RECYCLABLE PLASTIC CONTENT (95, 80, 70%)

DESIGN INCOMPATIBILITIES (DfR guidelines)

EASY-TO-EMPTY / EASY-TO-ACCESS INDEX

RECYCLABILITY CLASSES

NOT RECYCLABLE
The packaging has either significant design issues that highly affect its
recyclability or imply large material losses or is lacking specific 
infrastructures for collection, sorting and recycling in EU27+3. In both 
cases, if not incinerated, the recycled plastic can only be fed into low-
value applications (i.e. the packaging will be downcycled).

CLASS A
The packaging does not pose any recyclability issues and the recycled 
plastics can potentially feed a closed-loop scheme to be used in the 
same quality application.

CLASS B
The packaging has some minor recyclability issues that slightly affect the 
quality of the recycled plastic generated. However, majority of recycled 
plastics from this packaging can still potentially feed a closed loop.

CLASS C
The packaging presents some recyclability issues that affect the quality 
of the recycled plastics or lead to material losses during recycling. In 
the first case the recycled plastic could be used in a cascade open-loop 
scheme, whereas in the latter case the plastic could potentially feed a
closed loop scheme.



PET bottles (clear/light 
blue and coloured)

PET thermoforms

HDPE containers & tubes 
(natural and coloured)

PP containers & tubes 
(natural and coloured)

EPS fish boxes

PE films (natural and 
coloured)

PP films (natural and 
coloured)

PS containers (natural and 
coloured)

HDPE & PP Crates & Pallets  

EPS white goods

DESIGN FOR RECYCLING GUIDELINES



• Weight of barriers, coatings, mineral 
fillers, labels/sleeves, adhesives, printing 
inks, as well as any other components 
have to be considered.

• The higher the content of one polymer in 
the packaging, the higher its recyclability 
is (i.e. the quantity and quality of plastic 
effectively recycled).

Class A 
if > 95%

Class B 
if 80-95%

Class C 
if 70-80%

Not 
recyclable 

< 70%

Preliminary recyclability class is assigned

RECYCLABLE PLASTIC CONTENT



• Design for Recycling 
Guidelines are 
transposed in the 
RecyClass Online 
Tool

• Overall recyclability 
of a package is 
assessed

-1 class
Disqualified

NOT 
RECYCLABLE

DESIGN FOR RECYCLING EVALUATION



• Presence of a residual product 
content in packaging affects 
negatively its recyclability; a 
packaging which is designed to be 
emptied easily is more recyclable 
than the one retaining significant 
quantities of the product.

• For a package that contains liquids, 
creams, gels or pasty products the 
easy-to-empty / easy-to-access index 
must be calculated. RESULTS: 

W = weight of a fully empty packaging (without product inside) 
Pf = declared net weight of content (in case of volume it must be converted in weight) 
Pe = average weight of empty packaging after normal use, in minimum 10 emptying tests.

✓ More than 5% = -1 class 
✓ More than 10% = -2 classes 
✓ Further loss of a class with each increase of 

5% in the calculated index

CALCULATION METHOD

PRODUCT LEFTOVER CHECK



HOW TO GET A RECYCLASS CERTIFICATION

RecyClass website

Application submission

Communication with RecyClass

Documentation 
exchange and 

check
Evaluation assessment & 
Audit Report preparation

Certificate released (company 
listed on RecyClass website)

CONTACT A RECYCLASS RECOGNISED 
CERTIFICATION BODY

Find the list and the contacts information online

https://recyclass.eu/get-certified/recyclability/list-of-certificates/
https://recyclass.eu/get-certified/recyclability/certification-bodies/
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RECYCLABILITY CERTIFICATES



Together with the Recycling Claims Taskforce, 
RecyClass developed a series of documents to 
monitor and guide communications and claims on 
products recyclability and use of recycled 
content.

The guidance details when and how to use RecyClass 
claims and logos by certified companies and products 
for: 

• Technology Approval
• Letter of Compatibility
• Design-for-Recycling Cert ification
• Recyclability Certification

USE OF CLAIMS

Detailed information online

https://recyclass.eu/get-certified/use-of-claims/


RECYCLABILITY MARKS



RECYCLABILITY 
EVALUATION  
CASE STUDIES



• Presence of a residual product 
content in packaging affects 
negatively its recyclability; a 
packaging which is designed to be 
emptied easily is more recyclable 
than the one retaining significant 
quantities of the product.

• For a package that contains liquids, 
creams, gels or pasty products the 
easy-to-empty / easy-to-access index 
must be calculated. 

Case study: PET BOTTLE



The packaging is suitable for the analysis

Interim result

1st Step Suitability



Collection RecyclingSorting

The packaging is collected, sorted, and recycled in 
the geographical area of interest. 

Interim result

2nd Step Existence of Recycling Stream in Europe



No need to perform a sort ing test

Interim result

3rd Step Sortability evaluation



4th  Step Recyclable Plastic Content Evaluation 



No disqualifying items. The PP cap floats, and it is recovered
as by-product, as well as the PE label because the water-
soluble adhesive allows the PE label to detach from the
bottle.

5th  Step Design for Recycling Incompatibilities



6th  Step Easy to Empty Index



Recyclability 
Report



• Presence of a residual product 
content in packaging affects 
negatively its recyclability; a 
packaging which is designed to be 
emptied easily is more recyclable 
than the one retaining significant 
quantities of the product.

• For a package that contains liquids, 
creams, gels or pasty products the 
easy-to-empty / easy-to-access index 
must be calculated. 

Case study: PE POUCH



The packaging is suitable for the analysis

1st Step Suitability

Interim result



Collection RecyclingSorting

The packaging is collected, sorted, and recycled in at 
least in one Country in the geographical are of interest

2nd Step Existence of Recycling Stream in Europe

Interim result



3rd Step Sortability evaluation

Interim result

No need to perform a sort ing test



4th  Step Recyclable Plastic Content Evaluation 

Interim result



EVOH and direct printing will affect the recyclate quality. 
These features are indeed reported as limited compatible on 
the DfR guidelines and therefore penalize the recyclability 
assessment of the pouch by 1 class.

5th  Step Design for Recycling Incompatibilities



6th  Step Easy to Empty Index



Recyclability 
Report



KEY TAKEAWAYS
• Packaging Recyclability is measurable with classes, A, B and C

• Recyclability Certifications is accessible to all companies placing 

plastic packaging, covered by RecyClass Design for Recycling 

Guidelines, on the European market.

• RecyClass Online Tool allows companies to self-assess their 

packaging before going through certification

• Third-party Audits operated by Certification Bodies recognised by 

RecyClass, guarantee the robustness and reliability of the 

assessments

• RecyClass Certifications allows companies to claim recyclability of 

plastic packaging at the European level and to use RecyClass marks



Questions & Answers
Use the Q&A box at the top-right corner of your screen



TITLEUPCOMING WEBINARS

RecyClass for Beginners
➢May 21: RecyClass for Beginners: Tracing 

Recycled Plastics in Food Contact Packaging

Invite your colleagues to register to learn more about RecyClass & circular plastics!

All presentations are published 
on the RecyClass website. 

Science behind Recyclability & 
RecyClass for Beginners 
sessions are recorded.

38

SCAN THE QR CODE 
TO REGISTER

https://recyclass.eu/events/
https://www.youtube.com/@recyclass9176


Thank you for participating!

Join the upcoming RecyClass webinars:
www.recyclass.eu/events

http://www.recyclass.eu/events
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