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WELCOML

Chairman of RecyClass,
Paolo Glerean

As we look back to 2023, 1 am proud to say that RecyClass is
another step closer to reaching its goals - enabling a circu-
lar future for plastics.

Value-chain support remains the quintessential element
for the progress that has been made. It is with the help of
network that RecyClass has become a reference in today’s
debate on material circularity.

The RecyClass approach is a unique case that shows how
a professional and intense activity from the whole value
chain can create solid basis to support the path towards a truly circular use of a plastic.
This proactive attitude is especially important in light of composites and items made of
combination of materials gaining more and more market shares in different applications.

Throughout 2023, new Testing Campaigns were carried out and 50 novel technologies
were evaluated via the Recyclability Evaluation Protocols. These have helped generate
additional knowledge on the recyclability of different packaging components.

In parallel, RecyClass certification schemes are gaining more and more recognition. The
interest from companies to get certified and from certification bodies to become recog-
nized continued growing in the past year.

In this report, you will be able to explore the many different achievements of RecyClass
and how they can benefit the industry.

The plastic industry has many challenges ahead, with the pending release of the Pack-
aging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR), as well as other legislative requirements
- and RecyClass is ready to provide support in order to ensure the smoothest possible
transition towards the set targets.

Going forward, | look forward to watching RecyClass grow into it’s role as a European hub
for certifying circular plastics and becoming a standard reference for plastic packaging
recyclability.

With that, | would like to wholeheartedly thank our Members, Supporters, Testing Facili-
ties and Certification Bodies for their commitment in helping RecyClass realize its vision
of a circular plastic future. Lastly, let me thank the entire RecyClass Team who is passion-
ately committed to this mission. | am extremely impressed by the professionality and
the involvement each of them puts every day in this role. | am delighted to see this Team
grow year by year and to see each member bring new energy to our common challenge.
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Welcome by the advisory board chair
Mark Roberts

In today’s rapidly evolving industry, the added
value of RecyClass is clear - the scientifically
generated knowledge on recyclability and
promotion of traceability in the use of recycled
plastic are what sets it apart from other similar
initiatives.

/ As the Advisory Board Chair, in my first year of

K the mandate, | had the opportunity to witness
first-hand the continuous efforts that all the
partners put into carrying out the RecyClass

mission & vision. This has led to yet another successful year.

In 2023, RecyClass has reached 100 members. In addition, new Support-
ers, Certification Bodies and Testing Facilities have also joined the network,
while RecyClass has continued its collaboration with important industry
stakeholders such as the Association of Plastic Recyclers. Increasing val-
ue-chaininvolvement has further facilitated the fulfilment of commitments.

As a European hub for certifying circular plastics, RecyClass has worked on
increasing the robustness of its schemes with the evaluations by the Euro-
pean co-operation for Accreditation, as well as the recognition of the Recy-
cling Process Audit Scheme by the German ecolabel, Blue Angel.

In parallel, the continues scientific findings of standardized recyclability
evaluations have led to new updates of the Design for Recycling Guidelines
and the RecyClass Online Tool. The industry can now benefit from addi-
tional knowledge of how to pair functionality and recyclability of plastic
packaging products.

Harmonizing design for recycling principles and calculation of recycled
content remain high on the agenda, in light of market and legislative de-
velopments. Introduction of the Spanish Plastic Tax highlighted the need
for areliable, third-party certification scheme while the discussions around
PPWR call for standardized methodologies and assessments of recyclabili-
ty. RecyClass offers ready-made tools for those industry players who would
like to get ahead of this transition.

While these achievements are certainly notable, the industry still has a long
way ahead and for this we hope to see even more collaboration coming in
2024.

RecyClass
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STRATEGIC
OBJECTIVES

STRUCTURE & GOVERNANCE

Throughout 2023, the RecyClass Steering Board approved
roughly 150 documents, including publications, press
releases, Recyclability Approval Letters, and more. In line
with RecyClass Internal Procedures, elections were held
this year for the positions in the Steering Board, Advisory
Board, Technical Committees and Task Forces. The new
structure can be found on the RecyClass website.

At the same time, the network has grown to more than 100
members, majority of which are Platinum Members that
actively participating in the Advisory Board. In addition
to this, RecyClass counts with more than 23 supporters,
including 5 EPR schemes.

Involvement of supporters is becoming more and more
important for RecyClass activities. In this scope, for in-
stance, the Association of Plastics Recyclers (APR) joined
various RecyClass Technical Committee meetings to help
align on common objectives.

Finally, 2023 has seen the creation of the White Packaging
and PET Thermoforms Taskforces, as well as a Working
Group dedicated to Additives in plastic packaging. The
entirety of the plastic packaging value chain remains
represented in all committees and working groups, to
collaborate and progress toward circularity.

STEERING BOARD

ADVISORY BOARD |

| RECYCLING CONTENT TASKFORCE |

| RECYCLING CLAIMS TASKFORCE |

s 1 SORTING TASKFORCE |

PO FILMS TC HDPE TC PP TC PSTC PETTC

| DECORATION FLEXIBLE TF | | DECORATION RIGID TASKFORCE |
LAMINATING | | LAMINATING | WHITE PACKAGING TASKFORCE | | EPS WG | PET THERMOFORMS
ADHESIVES WG INKS WG TASKFORCE
ADDITIVES WG |

OTHER ORGANISATIONS PART OF RECYCLASS

CERTIFICATION BODIES TESTING FACULTIES SUPPORTERS
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INTERNAL MEETINGS

In 2023, RecyClass organized more than 65 meetings
focused on defining testing campaigns, assessing novel
packaging technologies, as well as updating Design for
Recycling Guidelines in line with latest scientific findings
and reviewing and developing Testing Protocols. Task
Forces supported the work on testing campaigns, revised
the Sorting Protocol, and worked on improving the
robustness of certification schemes and circular claims.
Frequent meetings with Testing Facilities and Certification
Bodies facilitated the total alignment on test campaigns,
certifications and procedures.

HARMONIZATION

As in the previous years, RecyClass continued its collabo-
rations with various industry stakeholders. Most notable is
the cooperation with APR, through which the two entities
have been accelerating the global alignment of design for
recycling recommendations and testing procedures.

RecyClass has also collaborated with EPR schemes, in
particular with Gront Punkt in Norway, FTI in Sweden,
and Fostplus in Belgium to standardize Design for Recy-
cling Guidelines. Moreover, RecyClass also collaborated
with Deposit Return Systems like Infinitum and Returpack
through test campaigns for PET bottles.

New testing facilities and certification bodies have been
recognized, broadening the geographic presence of Recy-
Class laboratories and auditors in Europe and beyond.

Harmonisation remains as important as ever in 2024, in
anticipation of new legislative targets as proposed in the
PPWR.
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MEMBERSHIP
& SUPPORTERS

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL

MEMBERS BUSINESS SECTOR

Bronze Retailers
2%
Brand owners
22%

Raw material
producers

34%

Platinum Converters

85% 42%

26 100
NEW MEMBERS MEMBERS

+ 35% 3 NEW
GROWTH SUPPORTERS
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RECYCLABILITY
EVALUATION

RECYCLABILITY METHODOLOGY

RecyClass Recyclability Methodology was revised in Feb-
ruary 2023, with wording clarifications and corrections to
ensure full alignment with current Design for Recycling
Guidelines and Recyclability Certification.

TESTING PROTOCOLS & FACILITIES

Recyclability Evaluation Protocols

In 2023 RecyClass revised all its existing Recyclability Eval-
uation Protocols, gathering the feedback of the different
actors of the value chain and the RecyClass Recognized
Testing Facilities.

In January 2024 the first version of the Recyclability Eval-
uation Protocol for PET bottles and the Recyclability Eval-
uation Protocol for adhesives and labels applied on PET
bottles were published. In line with that, the development
of a Recyclability Evaluation Protocol for EPS white goods
and fish boxes has started and is expected to be released
in early 2024.

Sorting Evaluation Protocol

During 2023, RecyClass reassessed its standardised Sort-
ing Evaluation Protocol for all plastic packaging, with the
revision of the compaction procedure and addition of a
colour module for PET bottles. The revised Protocol will be
published in January 2024. This protocol serves as basis
for the Recyclability Certification Scheme, the Recyclabili-
ty Approvals and for RecyClass sorting test campaigns.
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Recognized Testing Facilities

Throughout the past year, the number of Recognised Test-
ing Facilities, eligible to carry out tests in accordance with
RecyClass Recyclability Evaluation Protocols, has grown.
Three new laboratories have been added to the existing
list for HDPE and PP rigids, PET bottles and PE flexibles.
RecyClass also recognised the first laboratory for the PS
Recyclability Evaluation Protocol. In total, RecyClass has
11 Recognized Testing Facilities for recyclability tests,
and 2 for sorting tests.

-
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TEST CAMPAIGNS

RecyClass conducted eighteen test campaigns in 2023.
Some of them were in the continuity of test campaigns
performed in 2022 to get deeper analyses on sensitive
topics such as laminating adhesives, inks or adhesives for
labels. In addition to these campaigns, assessments were
also performed on more specific topics like barrier plas-
ma coating for the HDPE stream or PVOH primer for the PE
film stream. Finally, the impact of the main contaminants
of the major streams were studied, among others, printing
inks for the PE films, laminating adhesives in the PP films,
TPOs in the HDPE and PP rigid streams, but also EVOH and
lidding films for the PS stream. A specific insight on plastic
packaging sorting was done in 2023, with studies dedicat-
ed to rolling packaging, double perforated sleeves on PET
bottles but also decorations on HDPE packaging.

Through the findings of test campaigns, RecyClass ex-
panded on the design for recycling recommendations on
more specific packaging features, as highlighted in the
new versions of the Design for Recycling Guidelines.

All these campaigns aim to increase the knowledge about
the effect of the different components in plastic packag-
ing. Overall, more than 60 different samples were tested
according to RecyClass Protocols, complemented with
about 30 additional analyses or characterisations.

TESTING PROTOCOLS & FACILITIES

2023 TEST CAMPAIGNS

PO films

Laminating Laminating
adhesives in PE adhesives in PP
films films

SiOx
plasma
coating

EVOH combined

with laminating PVOH primer
adhesives for AlOx coating

Labels
on white
packaging

Printing Inks
NC/PU

B HDPE M POfilms

REPARTITION OF TEST CAMPAIGNS
BY TECHNICAL COMMITTEES

Sorting

of fully
sleeved/
labelled
containers

m PP

PET

PET bottles
colour sorting

Double
perforated
sleeves

Testing
procedure
for labels &
adhesives

M PET M PS

HDPE

PO FILMS

6

Air elu-
triation

Rigid rolling
packaging
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RECYCLABILITY APPROVALS

In 2023, RecyClass received more than 50 requests for
performing recyclability tests in the context of a Recycla-
bility Approval. This number remains constant compared
to 2022 statistics. The repartition of the recyclability tests
conducted according to RecyClass Recyclability Evalu-
ation Protocols shows a 50/50 share between rigid and
flexible packaging. Most of the recyclability evaluations
were done on PE flexibles (52 %), while HDPE, PP and PET
rigid packaging all represented between 14 and 18 % of
the total tests.

In 2023, RecyClass published the first approvals for the
PET bottle stream. First approvals for the PS containers
and PET trays streams are expected for 2024. In total, 24
Approval Letters were delivered by RecyClass Technical
Committees in 2023. Here again, the PE film recycling
stream is the most represented with 10 Approval Letters
delivered, followed by the HDPE (5) and PET (4) streams.
Overall, the level of compatibility showed that 50 % of the
innovations were endorsed as fully compatible, 38 % as
limited compatible and 12 % not compatible with their re-
spective recycling streams.

APPROVAL LETTERS
DELIVERED IN 2023

PET

17,4%

PP
13%

PO films (PP)
4,3%
PO films (PE)

43,5%
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SHARE OF RECYCLABILITY
APPROVALS STARTED IN 2023

PP
14%

PO film (PP)

2%

PO films (PE)

52%

LEVELS OF COMPATIBILITY
OF APPROVALS IN 2023

Non-compatible

12%

Limited

38%

DESIGN FOR RECYCLING GUIDELINES

The results of the above mentioned test campaigns and
Recyclability Approvals were analysed by the respective
Technical Committees, and subsequently resulted in up-
dates of the RecyClass Design for Recycling Guidelines.
The updated guidelines were published in January and
July, except for PET bottles with an update in September.
Given that many test campaigns ended in Q4 2023, a major
update of all the Design for Recycling Guidelines will take
place in January 2024.

THE ONLINE-TOOL

The Online Tool was frequently updated in 2023, with the
addition of new features and info boxes to facilitate the
understanding of the Tool and provide more accurate
results for the self-assessment. The Online Tool Mapping
was updated with additional information about the col-
lection, sorting and recycling of different plastic packag-
ing waste streams in the European countries.

More than 9200 users are now registered on the Tool,
representing a 10% growth with respect to 2022.

More than half of the analyses performed via the Recy-
Class Online Tool achieved a positive recycling evalua-
tion (56%). The total class repartition of the Online-Tool,
for classes A, B and C, is equal to the audit results ob-
tained with the Certification Scheme.

RecyClass sers

Apart from the Design for Recycling Guidelines, each Recy-
Class Decoration Taskforce (Rigids and Flexible packaging)
revised the Handbook on Decorative Technologies applied
respectively on rigid and flexible plastic packaging. The
RecyClass Design Book was also updated in October 2023
to reflect all the modifications made to the Design for Re-
cycling Guidelines in 2023.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE RECYCLABILTY
RESULTS OBTAINED VIA THE ONLINE-TOOL

CLASSF CLASS A
22% 19%

cLassE [—
5%

CLASSD
17%

CLASS B
26%

CLASS C
1%

FREE ONLINE TOOL

RecyClass Online Tool assesses the recyclability of plastic packaging and shows to what extent it is
suitable for recycling, rating it with a class system from A to F.

Is you

TESTYOUR

PACKAGING NOW s
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RECYCLABILITY

yClass

RECYCLABILITY
CERTIFICATION

More than 5000 plastic packaging are now
certified with the RecyClass Recyclability
= Certification Scheme.

This represents more than 130 companies in

N 3 the plastics value chain. The total number of
certificates released in 2023, including the
Letter of Compatibility, Design for Recycling
and Recyclability Rate, is more than 70.

In order to meet the growing demand for
RecyClass certificates, a training course
was organized in March for new potential
auditors. In 2023, five Certification Bodies
were recognized to assess the recyclability
of plastic packaging: Bureau Veritas, KIWA
IVAC, Ecogrant, InTechCentras and Almaland.
Broadening the auditors pool will increase

/\ the possibility for companies to get certified
and meet the needs of the plastics industry.
Now RecyClass counts with 46 auditors from
15 Certification Bodies for Recyclability Cer-
tification.

RECYCLING PROCESS CERTIFICATION

The Recycling Process Certification focuses on certifica-
tion of recyclers’ origin of the waste and process following
a controlled blending or segregation approach, as well as
traceability principles as described in ISO 22095 and EN
15343:2007 respectively. Moreover, this certification in-
cludes requirements to assess the environmental impact of
recycling processes. RecyClass Recycling Process includes
also a specific add-on module for food contact application
aligned with EC 2022/1616.

RecyClass signed an agreement with EuCertPlast to join
forces to continue the development of certification for
recycling processes under the RecyClass umbrella in
2023. This new way
forward aims at the
harmonisation  of
standards for the
traceability of recy-
cling processes and
calculation of recy-
cled plastics.

RecyClass

RECYCLING PROCESS
CERTIFICATE

Name of the recycler: Name of the recycler
A

RecyClass Recycling
Process  Certifica-
tion finalised the
audit scheme eval-
uation procedure in
line with ISO 17065
by the European
Co-operation for Ac-
creditation in June
2023, following the publication of the Audit Scheme Ver-
sion 1.1. Certification Bodies can now apply for accredita-
tion. Kiwa Nederland BV was accredited by RvA (Raad voor
Accreditatie) in November 2023.

Recyclers can now apply for certification under Audit
Scheme Version 1.1. Audit Scheme Version 1.0 is still avail-
able until July 2025. Main updates include clarifications
regarding the structure of the audit requirements and defi-
nition and classification of non-conformities. Additionally,
Module C: Corporate Social Responsibility was revised.

During 2023, the Certification received the recognition
of the Blue Angel Label in Germany to prove the origin of
post-consumer recyclates. More information bout the Blue
Angel audit scheme requirements for “Environmentally
friendly Recycled Plastic” can be found in the document
DE-UZ 30a.

The RecyClass Recycling Process Certification currently
counts with 108 issued certificates and 98 ongoing evalu-
ations. Certificates were issued in Austria, Czech Republic,
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, and United
Kingdom. For the first time certificates were issued outside
Europe in Turkey, Morocco and Indonesia. These certifica-
tions cover companies with recycling activities aggregated
in the following polymers.

Finally, RecyClass organised two Auditor Training Courses in
2023 recognising a total of 42 new auditors, from 16 Cer-
tification Bodies, located in 14 different countries. This in-
cludes B-PACK BVBA from Belgium, PIEP, ACE-EG-PLAS LDA
and Bureau Veritas from Portugal, ENVACIR, EQA and Gaiker
from Spain, IntechCentras from Lithuania, QHSE Cert from
Germany and CSI S.p.A. from Italy. For the first time Recy-
Class recognized auditor of European Certification Bodies
in other part of the world: Turkey, South Africa for Kiwa
Nederland BV, Bangladesh, China, Indonesia, South Korea,
Turkey and Vietnam for Control Union and Brazil for ACE-
EG-PLAS LDA.

RecyClass counts with 32 Certification Bodies and 73 rec-
ognised auditors. The full list of Certification Bodies can be
found here.

RELEASED RECYCLASS
RECYCLING PROCESS CERTIFICATES
PER POLYMER TYPE

ABS PE

PS 4% 2%
7%

PS

7%

PVC
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https://recyclass.eu/get-certified/recycling-process/certification-bodies/
https://produktinfo.blauer-engel.de/uploads/criteriafile/de/DE-UZ%2030a-201901-de%20Kriterien-V9.pdf

RECYCLED PLASTICS
TRACEABILITY CERTIFICATION

The RecyClass Recycled Plastics Traceability Certifica-
tion focuses on the use of recycled plastics along the
plastics value chain focusing on a controlled blending
approach and traceability principles as described in
ISO 22095 and EN 15343:2007 respectively.

The Audit Scheme was revised by the European Co-op-
eration for Accreditation in line with the procedures of
ISO 17065, following the publication of Version 2.2 in
June 2023. The new version included a review of the
structure of the requirements and non-conformities
classification. Certification Bodies may now apply for
accreditation according to the new version. Certifica-
tion Bodies will be able to issue certificates under the
Audit Scheme Version 2.1 until July 2025.

During 2023, KIWA-IVAC was accredited to issue Re-
cyClass Recycled Plastics Traceability Certification by
the Spanish Accreditation Body (ENAC). In turn, Kiwa
Nederland BV was accredited by RvA (Raad voor Ac-
creditatie), the Dutch Accreditation Body. They join
DQS in Greece accredited by The Hellenic Accredi-
tation System (ESYD) who obtained accreditation in
2022. Other Certification Bodies have ongoing appli-
cations for accreditation.

The accreditation efforts allow Certification Bodies
to issue RecyClass certificates that can be used to
demonstrate the use of recycled plastics in compli-
ance with the requirements stated in the Spanish Na-
tional legislation for the exemption from the Spanish
Plastic Tax.

RecyClass issued 99 valid certificates for the Recycled
Plastics Traceability Certification in 2023, while 72 cer-
tifications are still under evaluation.

These certifications cover different steps of the recy-
cled plastic value chain, from compounding to con-
verting companies, including traders and brand own-
ers as depicted in the scheme below.
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RecyClass

RECYCLED PLASTICS
TRACEABILITY CERTIFICATE

Company Name

Company address

ith EN 15343:2007 (i i
UNE-EN 15343:2008)

fo! controlled blending

CERTIFIED BY:

+H

o 4322315 2460 nforycsson wmnesscas PABEI/X

RELEASED RECYCLASS RECYCLED PLASTIC
TRACEABILITY CERTIFICATES DIVIDED BY
ACTOR OF THE PLASTIC VALUE CHAIN

Traders Brabnd owners
50/0 1 /0 Compounders

17%

Converters

7%

The certified products include films, sheets,
containers, preforms, bottles, bags, tubes and
other possibilities as shown in the figure be-
low with certified products.

Overall, RecyClass counts with 37 Certification
Bodies for the Recycled Plastics Traceability
Certification. In total, 123 recognised auditors
from 25 countries can now issue certificates.

Two Auditor Training Courses took place in
2023 with the participation of 40 new auditors.
The successful courses follow the addition of
11 Certification Bodies recognised to issue
RecyClass Recycled Plastics Traceability Cer-
tificates, these include ENVACIR, Andaltech,
EQA and Gaiker from Spain, InTechCentras
from Lithuania, e.com Cert from Hungary,
Silk Road Certification from Poland and PIEP
and Bureau Veritas from Portugal. The full list
of Certification Bodies for Recycled Plastics
Traceability Certification can be found here.

RECYCLASS AUDIT TOOL

The Audit Tool was further developed in 2023 to optimize

CERTIFIED PRODUCTS

Pipes (PE)

2%

Agricultural Gardening Items, Pots (PE)

Films (PE) 40/0

4%

Semifinished
Product for
packaging (PET)

%

Rigid
Packaging

- Rigids

(PP, PET, PS, ABS,
PVC)

19%

Packaging - Flexibles
(PE, PP, PET)

42%

Status / Steps Q Section 4: Stock management
. . . e . . [30/07/2023 22:38:50] Updated by Auditor Draft
its use. The Audit Tool aims at facilitating the auditor’s ‘ @ scionsroces ”
work and communication with RecyClass. The develop- st 0 PP T [ [Tz amOs piated by e bt
. . " [12/04/2023 11:27:01) Updated by Auditor Draft Section 6: Output Composition
ments include updates to allow the collaboration between © Fomostors ¥ o0i0712025 22135:37) Ut by Audtor Dt
R o .
different certification bodies, signature of certificates and [ EETEEE A © St ST
. . . . Pre-requisites for the audit y
easier procedures for auditors to compile the Audit Report. 7 15010612023 15:48.58) Updated by Auor Dt ) Sty
recyclass Project validatic i Annex | : Circular plastics alliance
Recyclass deve[oped user guidelines forthe understa nding ° e ) @ :/om;z:z:::} l:d:xed by AuditorDraft
of the Audit Tool for Certification Bodies and applicants. e Q Submission of documentation forreview | ORI
Annex I : Full list of conforming products
Q List of certified products | [30/07/2023 22:40:19) Updated by Auditor Draft

RecyClass wax aqo

Dudboord  Cotfiimbsdes  Cothedcompanes U Mudts  Cothotes  fes  Ubay St

DASHBOARD

Pending actions Latest Recyclability audits

Latest chat messages

i (30/06/2023 15:51:37] Updated by Auditor Draft
| Summary

. . 3 " [80/07/2023 22:40:24) Updated by Auditor Draft
auditor o Audit information b

" 130/07/2023 22:31:34] Updated by Auditor Drat @ Auditobservations

» . . B [30/07/2023 22:40:36) Updated by Auditor Draft
@ Cerification holder contact details

" [30/07/2023 22:31:38) Updated by Auditor Draft ) § .
apiicant () Audit report consultation
Q Audit organisation | :11] Updated by
" 130/07/2023 22:34:46] Updated by Auditor Draft i
@ Summary of the audit findings auditor 0 Reviewer and signatory selection
" 180/07/2023 22:34:51] Updated by Auditor Draft * 130/07/202322:4301] Updated by Auditor Draft
@ Reviewer validation
auditor e Audit Report sections | [30/07/2023 22:43:23) Updated by Reviwer RecyClass
Section 1: Quality system requirements @ Signatory validation
" 180/07/2023 22:35:01] Updated by Auditor Draft " [80/07/2023 22:46:43] Updated by Auditor Draft
@ Section 2: Supplier Evaluation ] o
" [80/07/2023 22:38:29) Updated by Auditor Draft CIRED o Audit validation
f " [80/07/2023 22:47:00] Updated by Davide Ricci
@ Section 3:Input Requirements ) )
" 130/07/2023 22:38:37] Updated by Auditor Draft @ Audit completion

i | [30/07/2023 22:47:04] Updated by Davide Ricci
@ Section 4 Stock management
(30/07/2023 22:38:50) Updated by Auditor Draft
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PRESS RELEASES

Atotal of 21 press releases was published in 2023,
announcing Recyclability Approvals, laboratory
findings, as well as updates on the different certi-
fication schemes and RecyClass activities.

EXTERNAL
COMMUNICATION

PUBLICATIONS

RecyClass

Design Book

RecyClass published the revised version of the RecyClass
Design Book in October 2023. This document serves as a
RECYCLASS practical guide for the plastic industry, clarifying the con-
Egﬁf;:_gg&'fm cepts of recyclability and design for recycling. Additionally,
T oI ECKAGING the document includes step-by-step explanations into the
(0 different principles and elements that value chain play-
EEE?EC};\SS ers should take into consideration when designing plastic
g0k packaging. The revision of the document was carried out
in order to align information with the latest available Recy-

Class Design for Recycling Guidelines.

RIGID PLASTIC PACKAGING
il LT CORBRAER RECYCLASS DESIGN BOOK

1. MAIN BODY OF PACKAGING s 7.INKS & DECORATIONS.

Idealy,pa s o e Ax i the case for colours, it is recommended to

the ly darkinks) on pack-
aging to improve the qualiy of e

THIS RECOMMENDATION APPLIES T0 ALL RIGID.
ND FLEXIBLE PACKAGING TYPES.

2. CLOSURE SYSTEMS

ic Packaging

AND PP
NATURAL
CONTAINERS

g EuCertPlast & RecyClass g How to ensure compliance
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Are you looking for reliable & transparent Design for Recycling recommendations
for your plastic packaging? Register for free on the RecyClass Online Tool!

Since its launch in 2014, the RecyClass Tool has been continuously updated in line
with the RecyClass Design for Recycling Guidelines, which are based on the latest

scientific findings &

Let's improve the recyclability of plastics products together ¢
https://Inkd.in/dFsJ_KVF

#RecyClassOnlineTool #PlasticPackaging #DesignforRecycling #recyclability

1 START A RECYCLASS ONLINE TOOL ANALYSIS

DEC

More than 3000 plastic packaging products are now certified under RecyClass
certification! &

RecyClass Recyclability Certification s based on:

Fact-based methodology

Independent audits

Comprehensive approach of the recycling process.

S0 if you are interested in verfiying the recyclability of your packaging in 2 reliable
way, check out RecyClass & https://Inkd.in/esti€Z6

#RecyClass #DesignMatters #PlasticPackaging #Recyclability #Certfication

3000 PACKAGING CERTIFIED!

RECYCLABILITY CERTIFICATION FOR
PLASTIC PACKAGING

2
EYA)
o R
& ABCDEF

RECYCLABILITY

RecyClass

PAGE 31



PAGE 32

RECYCLASS WEBINARS SERIES

RecyClass webinar series continued throughout the 2023,
with the first session of Science behind Recyclability taking
place in January 2023.

RecyClass Unwrapped

» How to build trust in circular plastic products?

RecyClass for Beginners

+ Recyclability Evaluation Protocols & Testing Methods

+ Recycling Process Certification

Science behind Recyclability

« Barrier Technologies

« Laminating Adhesives

« Printing Inks

«Sorting of Plastic Packaging

Presentations of all webinars can be found on the RecyClass website.
Additionally the recordings of the RecyClass for Beginners and Science behind
Recyclability sessions are available via the RecyClass YouTube channel.

RecyClass

RECYCLASS FOR BEGINNERS

Recyclability Evaluation Protocols
& Testing Methods

CONFERENCES & WEBINARS PRESENTATIONS

14 FEBRAURY. FINAT Technical
Webinar: Update on Design for
recycling and recyclability guidelines

21 FEBRUARY. Packaging Europe
Webinar: What is the future of flexible
film packaging in a circular economy?

16 MARCH. Circular Plastics Summit
by Svensk Plastatervinning: Shaping
the future of PET recycling

19 APRIL. Shrink and Stretch films
- AMI - Design and recyclability of
stretch and shrink films

25 APRIL. RECOUP webinar:
Recyclability: From innovation to
certification

7 MAY. Interpack - Panel debate:
Perspectives on Recycling: Europe
and US

10 MAY. PRSE: Recyclability and
Recycled plastics: the RecyClass
approach

16 MAY. EuMBC Annual Conference:
Closing the loop: Circularity of
plastics with RecyClass

18 MAY. ETMA - Recyclability and
Recycled plastics: the RecyClass
approach

30 MAY. Circ Pack Project by RISE:
Closing the loop with flexible
packaging: Focus on Laminating
Adhesives and Inks

1 JUNE. European Label Forum:
Design for recycling of plastic labels
and packaging materials 14 June -
Circular Plastics Conference: How to
improve and certify recyclability of
plastic packaging?

14 JUNE. AMI - Plastic Closure
Innovations: An overview of the
design of closure solutions

22 JUNE. Packaging and Recycling
2023: RecyClass: the European
methodology to assess plastic
packaging recyclability and calculate
recycled plastic content

3 JULY. Circular by Purpose: From
Plastic Pollution to Action by
Veolia: How to improve and certify
recyclability of plastic packaging?

28 SEPTEMBER. International
Seminar on Plastics Characterization
by Aimplas: RecyClass Recyclability
Evaluation Protocols for plastic
packaging

5 OCTOBER. Medical Pacakging 2023:
Recyclability and Recycled Plastic: the
RecyClass approach

18 OCTOBER. Sustainability in
Packaging 2023: panel debate
‘Circulariry and design for recycling’

9 NOVEMBER. ‘Optimizing Packaging
Systems’: Safety for Reuse and
Recycling in Compliance with the
New PPWR: Different geographies,
common purpose.

15 NOVEMBER. Sustainable
Packaging Summit: panel debate
‘Global insights on circular plastics’

15 NOVEMBER. Sustainable
Packaging Summit: RecyClass:
Certification for transparent and
reliable claims of recycled plastics

21 NOVEMBER. Sustainable Plastics
2023: Plastic Packaging Recyclability
and recycled content: the RecyClass
European Certifications.

21 NOVEMBER. Novo verde - Uma
Nova Visdo de Responsabilidade:
RecyClass: Better and More Recycling

30 NOVEMBER. Masterin
Sustainability Transition Management
| Business models and metrics for

the circular economy: The Science
behind recyclability: a focus on plastic
packaging

Throughout 2023, the number of users on the RecyClass website increased by 129 % while
WEBSITE enot . J /
the page views went up by 93 %.

New users by First user default channel group

Direct

Organic Search

Referral

Organic Social

Organic Video
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https://recyclass.eu/events/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCclKZJqvjVAfFbmkgfSV-VQ
https://www.youtube.com/@recyclass9176

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT
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c/o Plastics Recyclers Europe

Avenue de Broqueville 12
1150 Brussels - Belgium

Phone: +32 2 786 39 08
info@recyclass.eu

WWW.RECYCLASS.EU



http://www.recyclass.eu

