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PLASTIC FUTURE
IS CIRCULAR

SCIENCE BASED

TRANSPARENT

BUILT ON EXPERT 
KNOWLEDGE

LEADING 
HARMONISATION

VALUE-CHAIN 
COLLABORATION



Legislative
developments

Demonstrate 
compliance with 
legislation (B2B)

National 
implementation 

of the plastic 
tax 

Eco-
modulation 
of the EPRs 

fees

Single Use 
Plastics Directive 

25% rPET in 
beverage bottles 
by 2025 and 30% 

by 2030

STATE OF PLAY



59% of sustainability 
claims are unclear*

Reassure consumer and 
provide trust and information 
about origin of wasteMarket 

developments

Public 
interest in 
recycled 
content

Support 
corporate 

sustainability 
claims 

Circular 
Plastics 
Alliance 

Request for 
transparency 

10Mt of 
Recycled 

plastic 
target

STATE OF PLAY

EC, 2014. Consumer Market Study on Environmental Claims for Non-Food Products available on: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/study_on_environmetal_claims_for_non_food_products_2014_en.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/study_on_environmetal_claims_for_non_food_products_2014_en.pdf


Traceability. Transparency. Trust.

WHY CERTIFICATION? 



CERTIFICATION

Demonstrate transparent use of recycled 
plastics in products within every step of the 

value chain. 

Trace recycled plastics within a process and 
verify the declaration of a certain percentage of 

recycled content in products.

Third-party certification

%



MEMBERS & SUPPORTERS

SUPPORTERSRAW MATERIAL PRODUCERS

CONVERTERSBRANDS & RETAILERS
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• Making plastic circular by 
ensuring all products are 
recyclable and by promoting 
transparent uptake of 
recycled content in new 
products in line with the 
circular economy.
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• Reliable & transparent: based 
on traceability standard EN 
15343 referenced in legislation.

• Reflecting reality: based on 
robust calculation and chain of 
custody models (ISO 22095) 
along the entire plastics value 
chain.

Circularity: endorsement of the EMF definition & listed as mandatory 
requirement of the recyclability definition (jointly developed with APR – USA)
Source: https://recyclass.eu/recyclability/definition/

https://recyclass.eu/recyclability/definition/


RECYCLASS CERTIFICATIONS
EN 15343:2006 

Plastics – Recycled 
Plastics – Plastics 

recycling 
traceability and 
assessment of 

conformity and 
recycled content

ISO 22095:2020 
Chain of Custody 

General 
terminology and 

models
Controlled 

blending model

RECYCLER COMPOUNDER CONVERTER PRODUCER

RecyClass Recycling 
Process Certification 
(EN 15343)

Certificate Certificate

Final claim on 
recycled 
plastic B2C

Certification avoids:

Free allocation of recycled 
content

Self-declaration of origin of 
waste

• Recognition of use of recycled 
plastics via third party audits 
(post and pre consumer).

• Traceability of recycled 
plastics though the value chain 
& calculation recycled plastic 
percentage.

Claim on 
recycled 
plastic B2B

Certificate

Claim on 
recycled 
plastic B2B



CERTIFICATION FOR RECYCLING PROCESS

RECYCLING PROCESS CERTIFICATION

• Eligibility: Waste management of plastics

• Process certification → Covers groups of products 
under 1 certificate

• Reliability of traceability and origin of recycled 
plastics endorsed by RecyClass



RECYCLED PLASTICS CERTIFICATION

RECYCLED PLASTICS TRACEABILITY CERTIFICATION

• Process certification → Covers groups of products 
under 1 certificate;

• Reliability of traceability and origin of recycled plastics 
endorsed by RecyClass;

• Claims of % of recycled plastics in products;

• Exposure on the RecyClass website as a certified 
company.



AUDIT SCHEME DEVELOPMENT

Development 
of the 
RecyClass 
Recycled 
Plastics 
Traceability 
Certification

Positive 
evaluation of the 
Audit Scheme by 
BELAC ready for 
accreditation 
according to ISO 
17065

Deadline of the 
transition period 
for auditors for 
accreditation via 
national 
accreditation 
bodies



1. What counts as recycled 
plastics?

2. How to trace the use of 
recycled plastics?

3. How to calculate the share 
of recycled plastics?



RECYCLED PLASTICS DEFINITIONS

(By-products have no waste status) Re-work, 
regrind or scraps that can be reclaimed in the same 

process that generated it are excluded

Material generated by households or by 
commercial, industrial and institutional 
facilities in their role as end-users of the 
product which can no longer be used for its 
intended purpose. This includes returns of 
material from the distribution chain.

e.g. Household waste, commercial waste such 
as supermarkets

Post-consumer Plastic
[ISO 14021:2016, 7.8.1.1]

Pre-consumer plastic
[ISO 14021:2016, 7.8.1.1]

Material diverted from the waste stream 
during a manufacturing process. Excluded 
is reutilization of materials such as rework, 
regrind or scrap generated in a process and 
capable of being reclaimed within the same 
process that generated it.

e.g. PET preforms

More information in the CPA Guidance on Waste.

https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/46954
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TRACEABILITY WITHIN THE PROCESS
Traceability 
[ISO 22095, 3.6.1]

the ability to trace the history, application, location or source(s) 
of a material or product throughout the supply chain

Recycled material

Separated storage

Documented input
For the process

Other input 
documented

Separated output 
with traced plastic



TRACEABILITY ALONG THE VALUE 
CHAIN: CHAIN OF CUSTODY MODELS

IDENTITY 
PRESERVED

SEGREGATION CONTROLLED 
BLENDING

MASS BALANCE BOOK & CLAIM

Physical traceability

Physical presence of 
specified 
characteristics

Mixing of specified 
characteristics with 
other inputs

Possible claims

Contains 100% recycled 
plastics

Contains X% 
recycled plastics

Contributes to the 
replacement of 
virgin plastics

Company X used X
amount of recycled 

plastics for X
products.

Generally, not 
used for 
recycled 
plastics.

≈



TRACEABILITY ALONG THE VALUE 
CHAIN: CHAIN OF CUSTODY MODELS

CONTROLLED BLENDING MASS BALANCE BOOK & CLAIM

Physical traceability

Physical presence of 
specified characteristics

Mixing of specified 
characteristics with 
other inputs

Possible claims Contains X% recycled 
plastics

Contributes to the 
replacement of 
virgin plastics

Company X used X
amount of recycled 

plastics for X
products.

Generally, not used 
for recycled plastics.

≈



Recycled content calculation 
[EN 15343:2008]

share of Recycled Content for pre-consumer and post-consumer 
of a Product will be calculated as:

Recycled content (%)=
𝑀𝑎𝑠𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝑅𝑒𝑐𝑦𝑐𝑙𝑒𝑑 𝑖𝑛𝑝𝑢𝑡

𝑀𝑎𝑠𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝑃𝑟𝑜𝑑𝑢𝑐𝑡𝑠 𝑜𝑟 𝐶𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑜𝑛𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠
× 100

RECYCLED PLASTICS CALCULATION

Throughout the process, the ratio between inputs and outputs is 
always known for a determined volume

Process records
(Input/Output/Scraps)

Bills of Materials / Recipes 
of Materials



HOW TO GET RECYCLASS CERTIFICATION

Detailed list and contacts of certification online

Contact a recognised Certification Body

Application form

Documentation 
exchange and 

onsite audit

Audit Report 
draft preparation
(Quality Control)

Certificate
(Company listed on 
RecyClass Website)

Sachverständigenbüro M. 
Ahaus

https://recyclass.eu/get-certified/recycled-plastic/certification-bodies/


Physical traceability of the 
recycled plastic in the value chain

Compliance with EN 15343:2008, 
cited in national legislation, 
upcoming legal requirements

Clear statement of the actual 
content of recycled plastics in 
products

RecyClass 
Certification

RECYCLING 
PROCESS

Controlled blending approach 
for Recycled Plastics

TO  CONCLUDE



Questions & Answers
Use the Q&A box in the top-right corner of your screen



Thank you for participating!

Save the date for the next webinars:
14 December 2022


