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The Association of Plastic Recyclers: 

The only North American organization focused 
exclusively on plastics recycling. 



APR PROGRAMS
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Mission & Vision

Making plastic circular by 
ensuring all products are 
recyclable and by 
promoting transparent 
uptake of recycled content 
in new products in line with
the circular economy.

Enabling optimization of the 
plastic recycling value chain 
through design for recyclability, 
policy and communications for 
the purpose of promoting and 
encouraging a circular plastics 
economy. 
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✓ Strengthens and gives 

credibility to the message;

✓ Provides for effective 

communication with 

stakeholders;

✓ Provides clear direction for 

design for recyclability policies 

within brands.

THE IMPORTANCE 
OF HARMONISED 

& 
SCIENTIFIC-BASED 

INFORMATION
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Global recyclability definition

The product must be made with plastic that is collected 
for recycling, has market value and/or is supported by a 
legislatively mandated program.

The product must be sorted & aggregated into defined 
streams for recycling processes.

The product can be processed & reclaimed/recycled with 
commercial recycling processes.

The recycled plastic becomes a raw material that is used in 
the production of new products.
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Common members and global market

SUPPORTERSRAW MATERIAL PRODUCERS

CONVERTERSBRANDS & RETAILERS
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How the systems work?

DESIGN FOR RECYCLING 
GUIDELINESTESTING PROTOCOLS

• Lab testing of innovative plastic 
packaging vs control material

• Comparison of properties

• Technology/Product Approval

• Design guide & recommendations 
for plastic packaging

• Design for Recycling (DfR) 
Guidelines transposed in the tool

• Assessing overall recyclability of 
a finished package

?
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Recognized testing facilities

United States 
of America

PE & PP Rigids 
and Flexibles

HDPE & PP 
Rigids

HDPE & PP 
Rigids

Sorting tests

HDPE & PP 
Rigids and 
Flexibles

PE & PP Flexibles

Sorting tests

PP Rigids & PE 
Flexibles

HDPE & PP 
Rigids
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Mutual recognition
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Mutual recognition
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Joint Technical Workplan 2022/2023



Global Guidelines Harmonization
On the way to make plastic circular globally

September 7, 2022
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Global Packaging Recyclability Guidelines Harmonization

Why do we need global guidelines harmonization?

- In current world, one source can produce for multiple locations

- Many brands nowadays have a Global Footprint
Complex to design packaging considering guidelines of a specific country 
that could have / present issues in another one

- Difficult to stay on top of all the guidelines and changes at global level 
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We understand that we might not be 
able to get to a 100% alignment given 
that: 

- Collection, Sorting and Recycling 
Infrastructure differs from 
Region/Country 

- Region/Local Organizations take a 
different approach and in some 
cases get to different definitions

- Region/Local regulations coming 
with new guidelines (e.g. EcoLabel)

Global Packaging Recyclability Guidelines Harmonization

Source: https://www.millenniumrecycling.com/resources/
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Current Status 
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We know that RecyClass has been in exchange with other organizations:

As members of Consumer Goods Forum, we have contributed as well to the 
initiative to define common guidelines across the global industry. 
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What we should aim for 
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Even if we cannot harmonize all details, we should aim for acceptance and 
simplification:

- Standardization of protocols

- Leverage data / outcome of testing 
conducted in certified laboratories  

Across regional lab certification
A great example is PFE (Plastic 
Forming Enterprises) certification 
from PRE/Recyclass

- Consider as valid, in some cases and 
after review, the testing conducted in 
another region 
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Recyclable tube 
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Source: https://plasticsrecycling.org/images/Critical-Guidance-Letters/APR-CGR-HDPE-tube-barrier-colgate-

2020.pdf Source: 

https://recyclass.eu/news/samson-hdpe-tube-technology-with-colgate-total-artwork-approved-by-recyclass/

Colgate developed the technology of the tube that could get recycled with HDPE bottles and certified it 

following APR protocol

Recyclass reviewed prior testing conducted, but still we had to conduct additional testing

Outcome: The tube got recognized in both regions as ready to go into the recycling stream 
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Additional potential areas for harmonization
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Small size threshold (Including small size testing/protocol)

Sleeves used for PET bottles with washable inks 

Percentage of area coverage of bottles with sleeves and labels (to allow proper sorting)



Industry effort will be needed
We all have to work together



Thank you! 

Oscar Xoy

Global Packaging Innovation & Development - Focus on Sustainability

oscar_xoy@colpal.com



Kamal Mahajan
Sr. Principal Engineer – Beverage Packaging R&D (Sustainability)
PepsiCo
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Questions & Answers
Use the Q&A box at the top-right 

corner of your screen



Thank you for participating! 

Save the date for the next webinar:
16 November




