
RecyClass Online Tool: 
How to evaluate your plastic 

packaging?

21 September 2022

Fabrizio Di Gregorio, Technical Director, Plastics Recyclers Europe
Martina Legnini, Recycling Analyst, Plastics Recyclers Europe



PLASTIC FUTURE
IS CIRCULAR

SCIENCE BASED

TRANSPARENT

BUILT ON EXPERT 
KNOWLEDGE

LEADING 
HARMONISATION

VALUE-CHAIN 
COLLABORATION



Free-of-charge tool for self-assessment of plastic 
packaging recyclability.

▪ Ranks the recyclability of plastic packaging in an easily 
understandable manner, based on RecyClass 
Methodology

▪ Evaluates packaging recyclability given the existing 
recycling streams

▪ Gives precise indications on critical points to be 
improved

▪ Provides mapping of European waste management 
infrastructure

WHAT IS THE RECYCLASS 
ONLINE TOOL? 

Users intending to use RecyClass logos and recyclability claims must

complete RecyClass Certification. The results from the Online Tool

alone are not sufficient.



A BIT OF HISTORY

May 2014 

First RecyClass 
DfR Guidelines
& launch of the 

Online Tool

June 2018

RecyClass
welcomed 

the first 
members

June 2020

Release of the 
Recyclability 
Methodology 

v.1

Sept 2020

Launch of the 
Recyclability 
Certification 

Scheme

June 2021 

Comprehensive 
update of the 
Online Tool

February 2022 

Addition of the 
Mapping of 
European 

Infrastructures

June 2022

New design of the 
Tool and analysis 

without 
registration

Currently more than 8000 users on the Tool



WHAT MAKES A PRODUCT 
RECYCLABLE?

The product must be made with plastic that is collected 
for recycling, has market value and/or is supported by a 
legislatively mandated program.

The product must be sorted & aggregated into defined 
streams for recycling processes.

The product can be processed & reclaimed/recycled with 
commercial recycling processes.

The recycled plastic becomes a raw material that is used in 
the production of new products.



RECYCLASS TOOL RECYCLABILITY CERTIFICATIONDESIGN FOR RECYCLING 
GUIDELINES

• Design guide & recommendations 
for plastic packaging

• Design for Recycling (DfR) 
Guidelines transposed in the tool

• Assessing overall recyclability of 
a finished package

• Recyclability Self-Assessment

• RecyClass Team support

HOW TO CLAIM RECYCLABILITY?

• Recyclability Assessment by  
recognized Certification 
Bodies



REACH COMPLIANCE

RECYCLASS 
METHODOLOGY

1
2
3
4

EXISTING RECYCLING STREAMS & SORTABILITY

RECYCLABLE PLASTIC CONTENT

DESIGN INCOMPATIBILITIES (DfR guidelines)

EASY-TO-EMPTY / EASY-TO-ACCESS INDEX

5

RECYCLABILITY CLASSES
CLASS A
The packaging does not pose any recyclability issues and the recycled 
plastics can potentially feed a closed-loop scheme to be used in the 
same quality application.

CLASS B
The packaging has some minor recyclability issues that slightly affect 
the quality of the recycled plastic generated. However, majority of 
recycled plastics from this packaging can still potentially feed a closed 
loop.

CLASS C
The packaging presents some recyclability issues that affect the quality 
of the recycled plastics or lead to material losses during recycling. In 
the first case the recycled plastic could be used in a cascade open-loop 
scheme, whereas in the latter case the plastic could potentially feed a 
closed loop scheme.

CLASS D
The packaging has significant design issues that highly affect its 
recyclability or imply large material losses. In both cases the recycled 
plastic can only be fed into low-value applications (i.e. the packaging 
will be downcycled).

CLASS E
The packaging has major design issues that jeopardize its recyclability 
or imply severe material losses. The packaging is not considered 
recyclable and can only be used in incineration with energy recovery.

CLASS F
The package is not recyclable at all, either because of fundamental 
design issues or a lack of specific infrastructure for collection, sorting 
and recycling in EU28+2.



STEP BY STEP ANALYSIS

SUITABILITY
TYPE OF PACKAGING 

& SORTING
RECYCLABLE 

PLASTIC CONTENT
DfR

INCOMPATIBILITIES

Verifying that the 
packaging can be 

analysed by the Tool, 
based on its 
composition 

Stream attribution & 
identification of features 
with possible impact on 
the sorting behavior of 

packaging

Determination of the 
amount of recoverable 
and valuable materials 

Check of the DfR
incompatibilities 

(guidelines)



STEP BY STEP ANALYSIS

EASY-TO-EMPTY 
INDEX

REACH 
COMPLIANCE

RECYCLED 
CONTENT

FINAL RESULTS

Evaluation of the 
contamination caused 
by the residual content

Compliance with the 
European legislation on 

chemicals

Bonus grading for the 
integration of recycled 

content (does not
impact the recyclability 

class)

Summary of your 
analysis, EU mapping & 
details on the features 

which lead to class 
downgrading



Demo: 
Online Tool in practice



FIRST PAGE: LOGIN

Start a quick analysis 

without registering.

Create an account, with the access to 

the reports, the testing history, the 

Roadmap and the Mapping.



ONLINE TOOL: DASHBOARD



ONLINE TOOL: MANUAL
The Manual summarizes all the steps of 

the assessment, including a detailed 

description of the Design for Recycling 

section. 

The final result of the Assessment is a 

class (A-F), which are explained in detail 

in the Manual.



ONLINE TOOL: DASHBOARD

Access to the  DfR Guidelines, 
with all the recent updates.

Analysis history

This feature enables users to access all the 
previously conducted analyses & their respective 
reports. Analyses can be edited, duplicated, 
downloaded or deleted. 

The report summarizes the result of the analysis & 
highlights the critical points of the assessment.

Frequently Asked Questions



ONLINE TOOL: DASHBOARD



ONLINE TOOL: ROADMAP
Overview of the currently running test campaigns which help generate robust & reliable data to update the Guidelines.    



NEW ANALYSIS

Description

Disclaimer on the use of the Online Tool 
& the option to assign a name and 
description to the current analysis.



NEW ANALYSIS

Suitability



NEW ANALYSIS

Type of packaging

Selection of the packaging stream & check of 
features that can impact the sorting behaviour.



NEW ANALYSIS



FINAL RESULT

Final result

Summary of the assessment, with the 
possibility to download the report & the 
direct link to the Recyclability 
Certification Scheme



MAPPING

The map gives an overview of the 
collection, sorting & recycling 
infrastructures available in Europe, 
for each packaging stream.



KEY TAKEAWAYS

Start your circular plastic journey today!

▪ Free-of-charge with unlimited analyses

▪ Based on a scientific and transparent methodology

▪ Provides clear recommendations & indications for 
improvements in recyclability 

▪ Considers the market state-of-play & the latest developing 
technologies



Questions & Answers
Use the Q&A box in the top-right corner of your screen



Thank you for participating!

Save the date for the next webinars:
5 October

14 December




